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The STAAR test for all 3rd-5th 
grade students is quickly 
approaching. Every student is 
working diligently to progress 
in learning and     academic 
goals set to surpass and 
challenge thinking.  If you are 
new to our school or new to 
STAAR I'd like to  take a 
minute to provide some 
insight  in our   preparation for 
this exam. 

All public school students in 
Texas grades 3-12 take 
STAAR.  The exam is the 
state's testing program and is 
based upon  state  

curriculum in core subjects of 
math, reading, writing, social 
studies and science. The tests are 
administered in the spring and the 
amount of tests given depend on 
your child's grade.  5th grade will 
take three tests in reading, math, 
and science, 

 4th grade will receive four tests in 
reading, math, writing, and 
reading. 3rd grade will test in 
reading and math only.  Social 
studies is not administered in 
elementary grades. 

The test measures your's child's  
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Our PTO parents , librarian Ms. Traugott and  
primary teachers planned some exciting activities 
celebrating Dr. Seuss's birthday on March 1st.  

Read Across America,  is a nationwide reading 
celebration that takes place annually on March 
2? Dr. Seuss?s birthday. Across the country, 
thousands of schools, libraries, and community 
centers participate by bringing together kids, and 
books.  

The month of March continues with a book entitled;

  Malala?s Magic Pencil
By Malala Yousafzai; illustrated by Kerascoët  As a 

child in Pakistan, Malala made a wish for a magic 

pencil. She would use it to make everyone happy, to 

erase the smell of garbage from her city, to sleep an 

extra hour in the morning. But as she grew older, 

Malala saw that there were more important things 

to wish for. She saw a world that needed fixing. And 

even if she never found a magic pencil, Malala 

realized that she could still work hard every day to 

make her wishes come true. 
current academic level and progressively measures 
through out each grade level,  Your child will be 
measured by three levels; approaches, meets, and 
masters.  Last year all students expected to 
minimally reach approaches are now moving closer 
to at grade level expectations or above to meet 
mastery.  As the years progress this test will 
measure growth.  This means if your child reached 
"meets: last year we're working to develop your 
child to mastery level.  

From the beginning of the year until the STAAR 
countdown our teachers will require  support from 
all parents and stakeholders ensuring each student 
at Natha Howell Elementary has targeted 
opportunities for tutoring, camps, and 
individualized instruction.  Please  ensure your child 
is getting a good night's sleep daily.
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